
 

UK/EU Entry & Exit Formalities 

Following the United Kingdom’s exit from the European Union, 

owners of recreational pleasure craft (non-commercial) who sail their 

craft to and from the United Kingdom (including the Channel Islands) 

must notify the UK border authorities upon their first arrival into a UK 

port. 

Before leaving the UK (which includes going to the Channel Islands), 

you must advise the Border Force of your intentions by posting form 

C1331 (the address it must be posted to can be found on the form). 

 

'Q' Flag 

Both non-UK flagged 

vessels and UK flagged 

vessels returning from a trip 

outside of UK territorial 

waters (12 miles from shore) 

must now fly the ‘Q’ flag 

where it can be readily seen 

as soon as UK waters are 

entered. The flag must not 

be taken down until you 

have finished reporting to 

the customs authorities. 

Failure to comply will make you liable to a penalty. 

 

   

 

Arriving in the UK 

When arriving direct from outside the UK you must phone the 

National Yachtline on 0300 123 2012. You will need to inform the 

Yachtline if any of the following apply: 

• UK VAT has not been paid on the vessel 

• you have on board goods which are to be treated as surplus 

stores as per Notice 69A. 

• you have any prohibited or restricted goods 

• there is any notifiable illness on board 

• there are any people on board who need immigration clearance 

• any repairs or modifications, other than running repairs, have 

been carried out since the vessel last left the UK 

• you have any goods for personal use on which you need to 

declare and pay UK tax or duty and cannot do so via the online 

service. 

For further information, please view the Government Notice. 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.strawberrysend.co.uk%2Ft%2Fr-l-jukyhyly-kkljvkyli-yd&data=04%7C01%7Cjames.bateman%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C81613531d50a42b10a2808d8b73561a0%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C1%7C0%7C637460788016065419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=NTD4%2BFajLNFJ2pN8PHueZiPxy1YEUcLfs1htfd96xmI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.strawberrysend.co.uk%2Ft%2Fr-l-jukyhyly-kkljvkyli-yh&data=04%7C01%7Cjames.bateman%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C81613531d50a42b10a2808d8b73561a0%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C1%7C0%7C637460788016075414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=8MHaorwZ0qEhh7nXmVjoDrW476v5PPnQarfrT7gH49E%3D&reserved=0
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